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This interdisciplinary conference, hosted by the project team of the "Systems of Care and
Education for Children with Sensory Disability in the First and Second Yugoslav State," project
(J6-50289), aims to scrutinize the segregation and integration within the caregiving and
educational frameworks for children and youth with diverse disabilities across multiple historical
epochs. Starting from the late 19th century, when the first specialized institutions for their care
and education were opened in former Yugoslav territory, until 1992, i.e. until the collapse of the

socialist Yugoslav state.

By critically examining from various scientific and professional perspectives how these concepts
have been perceived and operationalized, we aim to uncover the multidimensional nature of exclusion
and inclusion experienced by this population through various social, cultural, and political regimes. We
acknowledge that historical periods, economic factors, social structures, and cultural differences
significantly shape the understanding and implementation of these ideas.

The conference will address a range of topics, such as how politics and the economy impact the ways in
which children with difterent impairments are included or excluded in the care and education system.
We will explore how these systems are situated within the European context and examine the
interconnectedness between care, education, legislation, and social policies for this specific population.
Moreover, the conference will delve into the development of institutional networks for children and
youth with different forms of disabilities in this area. We will highlight both the similarities and
difterences in these networks, shedding light on their evolution over time.
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Furthermore, our discussions will encompass the changing attitudes of society towards these children and
youth throughout history, as well as the social discourse surrounding them. By linking these societal
changes with shifts in policies and the lived experiences of them, our aim is to gain a comprehensive
understanding of the development of inclusive practices.

We will focus on the life paths of children and youth with disabilities, examining the factors that shape
their outcomes. This will involve considering the influence of gender and social status within their
primary families on their lives. By investigating the impact of gender and social status on the experiences
of these children, we hope to uncover any areas of inequality or prejudice.

Additionally, we will closely examine the life outcomes of individuals who have utilized care and
education systems. Have their outcomes been affected by changes in these systems and broader societal
structures? Key outcomes we will explore include academic achievements, employment opportunities,
adult social status (such as poverty or social isolation), and personal attitudes and identities towards
disabilities.

Given the interest in different points of view on the theme of the conference, this
invitation is intended for experts from various fields of social sciences and humanities, as
well as employees of institutions dedicated to the care and education of children and
youth with various forms of disabilities.

By exploring all of these interconnected topics, we hope to deepen our understanding of the historical
development of inclusive care and education systems for children and youth with various types of
disabilities. Through this conference call, we seek to foster productive discussions, share insights, and
collaborate towards creating more inclusive and equitable opportunities for children and youth with
disabilities.

The conterence will be held on October 3-4, 2024 at the Institute of Contemporary History,
Ljubljana, Slovenia.

Please submit an abstract of up to 300 words along with a brief biography HERE until May
31, 2024.

There is no registration fee. TransPortation and accommodation will not be founded. We
will provide coftee and snacks at cottee breaks and lunch for the participants.

IMPORTANT DATES

MAY 31, 2024 JULY 1, 2024 3 AND 4 OCTOBER, 2024

Paper submission Acceptance Conference
deadline notification date
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