Dual Workshop “Socialist Techno-Optimism and Governance of Economic Development, 1955–1991”

Slavic-Eurasian Research Center at Hokkaido University
7 Chome Kita 9 Jonishi, Kita Ward, Sapporo, Hokkaido 060-0810, Japan
September 15–16, 2026
Day 1, Tuesday, September 15, 2026
09:00–09:15 – Opening 
· Prof. Dr. Norihiro Naganawa (Slavic-Eurasian Research Center, Hokkaido University) – Welcome
· PD Dr. Ivan Sablin (Institute of Contemporary History, Ljubljana / Heidelberg University) – Introduction

09:15–10:15 – Panel 1: Knowing and Governing the Future / Chair: Dr. Vítězslav Sommer (Institute of Contemporary History, Czech Academy of Sciences)
· Luboš Studený (Masaryk Institute and Archives, Czech Academy of Sciences) – Forecasting the Socialist Future: Pitfalls of Scientific Prediction in a Socialist System
· Dr. Weihan Sun (online, Tsinghua University) – Making a Promised Future: Futures Studies and Socialist Modernization in Early Reform China, 1979–1985

10:15–10:30 – Coffee Break

10:30–12:30 – Panel 2: The Scientific-Technical Revolution and the Future of Labor / Chair: Prof. Dr. Yoko Aoshima (Slavic-Eurasian Research Center, Hokkaido University)
· Dr. Ivan Landa (Institute of Philosophy, Czech Academy of Sciences) – Liberated by Machines or from Them? Marxist Controversies over Automation and Labor
· Dr. Vítězslav Sommer (Institute of Contemporary History, Czech Academy of Sciences) – Labor after the Working Class: Automation and the Future of Work in the Czechoslovak Scientific and Technological Revolution
· PD Dr. Ivan Sablin (Institute of Contemporary History, Ljubljana / Heidelberg University) – The “Aggregate Worker” and “Human the Creator”: The Scientific-Technical Revolution and Marxist–Leninist Understandings of Labor in the USSR
· Dr. Sabrina Lausen (University of Siegen) – Man or Machine: Automation Debates in the Technocratic System of Soviet Civil Aviation, 1950s–1980s

12:30–14:00 – Lunch

14:00–16:00 – Panel 3: Art, Aesthetics, and Propaganda / Chair: Dr. Daisuke Adachi (Slavic-Eurasian Research Center, Hokkaido University)
· Wenkuo Ma (Vanderbilt University) – Iron Oxen under the Party’s Flag: The Tractor, Propaganda, and Socialist Modernity, 1949–1976
· Prof. Dr. Serguei A. Oushakine (Princeton University) – Factories Want to Be Beautiful, Too: Merging Industry with Aesthetics in the Late Soviet Union
· Prof. Dr. Yoshiro Ikeda (University of Tokyo) – Hand versus Brain: Competing Perspectives on Labor in Soviet Popular Science Films during the 1960s
· Akira Matsumoto (Hokkaido University) – Space Race Representations and Central Asian Self-Imagination: Enthusiasm, Avoidance, and the Limits of Techno-Optimism in Soviet Film, 1961–1965

16:15–17:15 – Walking Tour (Optional) / Taena Uemura (Office for International Collaborations, Hokkaido University)

19:00 – Dinner
Day 2, Wednesday, September 16, 2026

09:00–10:30 – Panel 4: Managing Environments / Chair: Prof. Dr. Norihiro Naganawa (Slavic-Eurasian Research Center, Hokkaido University)
· Fanqi Xu (online, University of Massachusetts Amherst) – “Mobilizing the Masses to Battle the Sky for Water”: Weather Modification and Socialist Development in Mao-Era China
· Dr. Karolina Jesień (Institute of Philosophy, Czech Academy of Sciences) – A Science for Protection: Sozology and the Making of Environmental Expertise in 1970s Poland
· Dr. Yudai Ri (Slavic-Eurasian Research Center, Hokkaido University) – The Caspian Sea: A Wellspring of Soviet Petrochemical Technology and a Center of Environmental Issues

10:30–10:45 – Coffee Break

10:45–12:30 – Roundtable: Technocratic Governance and Development in the USSR, China, Yugoslavia, and the European Union / Chair: PD Dr. Ivan Sablin (Institute of Contemporary History, Ljubljana / Heidelberg University)
· Prof. Dr. Tanja Penter (Heidelberg University)
· Dr. Thoralf Klein (Loughborough University)
· Dr. Marko Zajc (Institute of Contemporary History, Ljubljana)
· Dr. Jure Gašparič (Institute of Contemporary History, Ljubljana)

12:30–14:00 – Lunch

14:00–15:30 – Panel 5: Socialist Managements across Borders / Chair: Dr. Mirlan Bektursunov (Slavic-Eurasian Research Center, Hokkaido University)
· Dr. Juhan Sakharov (University of Tartu) – From Experts to Revolutionaries: The Evolution of the Estonian Management School, 1965–1991
· Elias Hansen (University of Cologne) – Cybering Visions of Socialist Management in the Polish People’s Republic
· Renny Hahamovitch (University of Michigan) – Totalitarian Envy: How American Planners Copied Soviet Modernity

15:30–16:00 – Coffee Break

16:00–18:00 – Panel 6: Decentralizing Development / Chair: Dr. Ihor Datsenko (Slavic-Eurasian Research Center, Hokkaido University)
· Dr. Victoria Fomina (online, University of St Andrews) – Conquering Wilderness and Space: Techno-Utopias and Progress on Russia’s Eastern Frontier
· Saša Hajzler (online, Institute of Contemporary History, Ljubljana) – The Factory versus the Valley: Galaksija Magazine and the Ecological Debts of Yugoslav Socialism
· Dr. Tjaša Konovšek (online, Institute of Contemporary History, Ljubljana) – Negotiating Cooperation and Development: The Yugoslav–Ethiopian Joint Committee for Economic and Scientific-Technical Cooperation, 1970s–1980s
· Anna Nakai (online, Tokyo University of Foreign Studies) – Contextualizing Shingo Shibata’s Visit to Czechoslovakia: A Japanese Vision of the Scientific-Technological Revolution and Anti-Imperial Sentiment

18:00–18:30 – Concluding Discussion and Publication Plans

19:00 – Dinner

